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ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION LINE — MAIDA VALE 

Grievance 
MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [9.12 am]: My grievance today is to the minister representing the Minister 
for Energy. I draw the minister’s attention to a matter that has been before me for some time now and is an issue 
that I know the minister is also aware of; that is, the proposed Guildford to southern terminal GL–92 
transmission lines and the effect they will have on the local community in the Maida Vale and Forrestfield areas. 
These transmission lines will probably also have some impact on the minister’s own electorate.  

Donna and Rex Martin, who live in Maida Vale, have been tirelessly trying to get to the bottom of this matter. 
The Martins have lived there for only a short time, having purchased their property in December 2008. At the 
time they purchased this property they were completely unaware of the pending addition to the Guildford to 
southern terminal transmission lines. It needs to be understood that there are already transmission lines working 
through this area and that what has been proposed is additional high powerlines. There was an easement on their 
property when they purchased it, but no record was available to them as purchasers to indicate that this second 
line could be made available. The easement implied to them that what was there was there and that what they 
were purchasing was what they were purchasing. They received a letter from Western Power some nine months 
after they purchased their orchard and they were suddenly hit with the realisation that they had probably been 
dudded and that they did not get what they had paid for. They paid $800 000 plus stamp duty for an orchard and 
a rundown property that they planned to renovate. Since the announcement by Western Power for the proposed 
second set of transmission lines, the valuation of their property has dropped to about $600 000.  

It is very easy for us to sit here and say that this is a case of caveat emptor—buyer beware—and that it was the 
responsibility of the Martins to find out this information and for the previous owners to pass on this information 
to them. The truth is that nobody in the area had any idea that this was on the agenda. The neighbours who had 
been there for over 20 years did not know that this was on the agenda. In fact, according to Western Power 
project officer Ben Schneider, residents were informed of these proposed transmission lines when Western 
Power doorknocked the area. Unfortunately, that doorknock occurred in 1989. Residents were told at that time 
that there was a possibility that a second set of transmission lines would be put through the area. Nothing 
happened between 1989 and 2009—a period of some 20 years—and, naturally, that information disappeared into 
the ether. I do not think that Western Power or any other government agency would accept as an excuse for a 
citizen’s behaviour for that person to simply rock up to the reception and say that in 20 years’ time they might do 
this and that this is a possibility and then make no effort whatsoever to keep them up to date with their 
circumstances. When Donna Martin’s property was doorknocked, she was 17 years old, she did not live in the 
area and she had no ability to find out what was going to happen there, yet as a consequence of that doorknock, 
she is now suffering a fair loss.  

The crux of the problem is that there has been very poor communication between Western Power and residents 
in this area. That is something Western Power needs to address. There needs to be a far greater sense of urgency 
when providing this information. Western Power cannot hide behind the bureaucracy, as it seems to do. One part 
of Western Power seems not to be aware of what another part is doing. Since being made aware of the proposed 
second set of transmission lines, Donna Martin has been tirelessly trying to find out as much information as she 
can. I have a file some five centimetres thick of all the correspondence she has entered into with people from the 
Minister for Energy through to the Premier and various sub-parts of Western Power. Throughout that process she 
has come up with several instances of misinformation. It appears that staff either are not taking the time to 
inform themselves properly or simply do not care. In particular, I have a letter dated 10 February 2010 from 
Mr Roger Fletcher, manager of the environment, community engagement and approvals branch of Western 
Power. In the letter Mr Fletcher acknowledges that considerable distress has been experienced by the Martins 
since finding out about the proposed upgrade, but indicates that unfortunately there is no easy way to alert the 
community to the possible development of large infrastructure projects that may be in close proximity to 
residential homes. Apparently, Western Power is yet to learn about the Internet, the telephone, the mail system or 
anything like that. It seems to me that there are many easy ways in which Western Power could have informed 
those people. The letter goes on to refer to the community consultation that occurred, but that simply does not 
stack up with the reality of what happened. Ms Martin has shown me several instances of inaccuracies in this 
letter. This is just one small example.  

There is no doubt that an easement exists. There is no doubt that there was a requirement on the Martins to make 
themselves aware of the terms of that easement. However, Western Power informed Ms Martin of the need to 
pull down a shed because it was going to move lines within a particular area, and then it later told her that it was 
its mistake and that the easement was not as large as that. The onus of care should be on Western Power. The 
Martins still do not know what is going to happen. They have no certainty. The residents in the area do not know 
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what is happening with these powerlines—when or if they are going to happen. I ask the minister to please meet 
with the Martins to discuss this issue. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.20 am]: I thank the member for giving some 
notice of this issue yesterday. I am therefore able to rely on the notes that I have been provided with by the office 
of the Minister for Energy. As the member indicated, Mr and Mrs Martin purchased their property in Maida Vale 
in 2008. There was an existing 330-kilovolt transmission line on the property at that time. It was constructed in 
1974. I recall there was quite a lot of community debate around 1972 about the construction of the 330-kilovolt 
transmission line through Helena Valley in particular. Although it is not exactly the area involved in this case, 
the issue is somewhat related. An 80-metre easement was registered on the certificate of title for the property in 
1976. At the time, it was intended that a second transmission line would be built at some later date. For this 
reason, an easement of sufficient width was registered to accommodate the second transmission line. The 
easement on the certificate of title for Mr and Mrs Martin’s property provides Western Power with the right to 
enter the land for the purpose of erecting and maintaining towers, poles, wires and other necessary apparatus. It 
is worth making the point that Western Power of course has the responsibility of providing a transmission and 
distribution network for electricity in our community. People expect sufficient electricity supplies to be available 
for their needs, and that issue has been debated on a number of occasions in recent years. It is absolutely 
incumbent on Western Power to take action to ensure that the network is able to respond to the growing demands 
within the system. That is obviously why it considers these future projects. 

I am advised that, shortly after purchasing the property, Mr and Mrs Martin received a letter from Western 
Power advising them of a proposal to construct a second transmission line through the easement that was 
registered. I understand that Mr and Mrs Martin believe that Western Power is responsible for them not knowing 
about the possibility of the second line and the potential impact on their property value as it did not adequately 
communicate with or educate real estate agents, settlement agents and the local Shire of Kalamunda on 
easements and future work plans. Although Western Power has recognised the opportunity to improve 
communication about easements, it maintains that it is the responsibility of the real estate agent to identify any 
encumbrance over a property and of the purchaser to investigate the implications. I am advised that if Mr and 
Mrs Martin had contacted Western Power at the time, information about the potential second transmission line 
would have been available. In any case, even if it was not available, Western Power staff could have explained 
the implications of the easement. I am also advised that the Minister for Energy’s office and Western Power have 
worked on this issue for many months, and have thoroughly investigated all the issues raised by the Martins and 
have communicated with them on a regular basis. As an aside, I understand that Mrs Martin has expressed her 
appreciation of the efforts of the minister’s staff in dealing with this issue. Although real estate agents and their 
sales staff are well versed in obligations surrounding easements and other encumbrances, the minister’s office 
has recognised the need for more effective communication about easements and has progressed this issue further 
with Western Power. I understand that the Martins have also met with Western Power on several occasions. 
However, they are still not satisfied with the outcome; hence the grievance raised by the member today. Western 
Power is still prepared to work with Mr and Mrs Martin in good faith to reach a solution that is acceptable to 
both parties. 

Turning to the current situation, Western Power has made changes to its website to provide information on 
easements and the obligations for owners and real estate agents. Western Power will continue to ensure that the 
information is kept up to date. I advise that although the potential for a second transmission line through the 
Martins’ property still exists, the immediate need for a second line has been delayed for the foreseeable future 
due to a greater than expected amount of generation capacity being established to the north of the metropolitan 
area. The member made some reference to Western Power possibly not knowing about the development of the 
internet or mail system and whatever, and I presume that was a throwaway line. I will now quote from Western 
Power’s website. This article was printed yesterday. It is on the website under the heading “Guildford to 
Southern terminal transmission line” and has the subheading “Project Update — November 2010”. Among other 
things, it states — 

Our recent review of the network indicates that there is more power generation to the north which has 
allowed us to explore more efficient and diverse network options which may not require the 
reinforcement of the existing line within the next decade, therefore resulting in the deferral for the need 
for this transmission line at this time. 

In line with Western Power’s sustainability policy, if and when a need is identified for the project, a full 
review of network and non-network options will be considered. We will continue to review the need for 
the project in consultation with key government and industry stakeholders.  
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As new information on the requirement for the project develops, landowners along the existing 
Guildford Terminal to Southern Terminal transmission line and the community will be kept informed 
through written correspondence and community sessions. 

I think it is demonstrated that Western Power is seeking to keep the community informed. It is happy to continue 
to engage with Mr and Mrs Martin on their specific issues. It is also clear that it is not a fait accompli that this 
additional transmission capacity will be needed in the short to medium term. I know that the office of the 
Minister for Energy will take further note of this issue following the debate in this place today and will seek to 
do whatever is reasonably possible to assist the Martins with the issue that has been raised. 
 


